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MEDIA GROUND RULES 

1.
MEDIA WILL BE ESCORTED AT ALL TIMES.

2.
ALL INTERVIEWS WILL BE ON THE RECORD. COALITION MILITARY PERSONNEL SHALL PROTECT CLASSIFIED INFORMATION FROM UNAUTHORIZED OR INADVERTENT DISCLOSURE. NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES PROVIDED ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED INFORMATION BY A UNIT COMMANDER SHALL BE INFORMED, IN ADVANCE, OF THE RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OR DISCLOSURE OF SUCH INFORMATION. WHEN IN DOUBT, NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES WILL CONSULT IN ADVANCE WITH THE UNIT COMMANDER OR HIS DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE. 

3.
IN THOSE CASES WHERE A COMMANDER HAS AUTHORIZED ACCESS, NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES WILL ALLOW REVIEW OF THEIR STORIES TO ENSURE NO CLASSIFIED INFORMATION IS BEING INADVERTENTLY RELEASED. DURING THIS REVIEW, NO EDITORIAL EDITS WILL BE MADE TO THE STORY; IT WILL BE REVIEWED ONLY TO ENSURE NO CLASSIFIED INFORMATION IS RELEASED.
4.
MEDIA WILL NOT CARRY PERSONAL WEAPONS.
5.
SMOKING IS EXPRESSLY FORBIDDEN ON THE SHIP, EXCEPT IN DESIGNATED AREAS. CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL AND USE OF ILLEGAL DRUGS IS FORBIDDEN AT ALL TIMES WHILE EMBARKED.

6.
MEDIA WILL MAINTAIN CELL PHONES AND PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICES IN AIRPLANE MODE FOR THE DURATION OF THE EMBARK. AT NO POINT IS IT ACCEPTABLE TO TAKE CELL PHONES AND/OR PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICES FROM AIRPLANE MODE. ANY DEVIATION FROM THIS REQUIREMENT WILL RESULT IN IMMEDIATE CONFISCATION OF THE DEVICE FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE EMBARK.

7. 
THE USE OF CELL PHONES, SATELLITE PHONES OR OTHER COMMUNICATION DEVICES IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED WITHOUT PRIOR COORDINATION.
8.
MEDIA WILL NOT PHOTOGRAPH SPECIAL OPERATIONS FORCES PERSONNEL OR THEIR EQUIPMENT.
9.
MEDIA ARE NOT PERMITTED TO FILM PERSONAL AREAS (TO INCLUDE BERTHINGS, LOUNGE AREAS, SMOKE DECKS, HEADS AND GYMS, ETC.) OR SAILORS INVOLVED IN PRIVATE OR PERSONAL ACTIVITIES WITHOUT EXPRESS APPROVAL AND PRE-COORDINATION FROM THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER AND THE SAILOR INVOLVED.
10.
EMBARGOES MAY BE IMPOSED TO PROTECT OPERATIONAL SECURITY. EMBARGOES WILL ONLY BE USED FOR OPERATIONAL SECURITY AND WILL BE LIFTED AS SOON AS THE OPERATIONAL SECURITY ISSUE HAS CLEARED.
11.
NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES WHO WITNESS THE DEATHS AND INJURIES OF COALITION SERVICE MEMBERS WILL NOT DISCLOSE – THROUGH VIDEO, PHOTOS, WRITTEN OR VERBAL DESCRIPTION – THE IDENTITIES OF THE INDIVIDUALS UNTIL THE MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH HAS MADE APPROPRIATE NOTIFICATION TO THE NEXT OF KIN. SERVICE MEMBERS WILL NOT PROHIBIT NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES FROM VIEWING OR FILMING CASUALTIES. CASUALTY PHOTOGRAPHS SHOWING A RECOGNIZABLE FACE, NAMETAG, OR OTHER IDENTIFYING FEATURE OR ITEM WILL NOT BE USED. NAMES OF CASUALTIES WHO’S NEXT OF KIN HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED CAN BE VERIFIED THROUGH PAO.
12.
LIGHT DISCIPLINE RESTRICTIONS WILL BE FOLLOWED. VISIBLE LIGHT SOURCES, INCLUDING FLASH OR TELEVISION LIGHTS OR FLASH CAMERAS, WILL NOT BE USED WHEN OPERATING WITH FORCES AT NIGHT UNLESS SPECIFICALLY APPROVED BY THE ON-SCENE TACTICAL COMMANDER.
13.
MEDIA WILL NOT RELY ON THE HOSTING SHIP AND/OR TO FILE STORIES/UPLOAD IMAGERY.
14.
THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES OF INFORMATION ARE NOT RELEASABLE SINCE THEIR PUBLICATION OR BROADCAST COULD JEOPARDIZE OPERATIONS AND ENDANGER LIVES: 

a.
FOR COALITION UNITS, SPECIFIC NUMERICAL INFORMATION ON TROOP STRENGTH, EQUIPMENT OR CRITICAL SUPPLIES (E.G. ARTILLERY, TANKS, RADARS, TRUCKS, WATER, ETC.)
b.
INFORMATION REGARDING FUTURE OPERATIONS, CURRENT OPERATIONS OR STRIKES INCLUDING POSTPONED OR CANCELLED OPERATIONS.
c.
INFORMATION REGARDING SECURITY PRECAUTIONS AT MILITARY INSTALLATIONS OR ENCAMPMENTS.
d.
PHOTOGRAPHY THAT SHOWS LEVEL OF SECURITY AT MILITARY INSTALLATIONS OR ENCAMPMENTS, ESPECIALLY AERIAL AND SATELLITE PHOTOGRAPHY THAT REVEALS THE NAME OR SPECIFIC LOCATION OF MILITARY UNITS OR INSTALLATIONS.
e.
INFORMATION ON INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION ACTIVITIES INCLUDING TARGETS, METHODS AND RESULTS.
f.
INFORMATION ON SPECIAL OPERATIONS UNITS, UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECTED BY PAO STAFF.
g.
INFORMATION ON EFFECTIVENESS OF ENEMY ELECTRONIC WARFARE, ENEMY CAMOUFLAGE AND COVER, DECEPTION, TARGETING, DIRECT AND INDIRECT FIRE, INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION, OR SECURITY MEASURES.
h.
DETAILS OF RULES OF ENGAGEMENT OR FORCE PROTECTION.
i.
INFORMATION ON IN-PROGRESS OPERATIONS, UNLESS AUTHORIZED FOR RELEASE BY THE ON-SCENE TACTICAL COMMANDER. DURING AN OPERATION, SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON FRIENDLY FORCE TROOP MOVEMENTS, TACTICAL DEPLOYMENTS, AND DISPOSITIONS THAT WOULD JEOPARDIZE OPERATIONAL SECURITY OR LIVES IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.
j.
INFORMATION ON MISSING OR DOWNED AIRCRAFT OR MISSING VESSELS WHILE SEARCH AND RESCUE AND RECOVERY OPERATIONS ARE PLANNED OR UNDERWAY.
k.
ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES THE C5F PAO DETERMINES NECESSARY TO PROTECT TACTICAL SECURITY.
I (INSERT NAME) _________________________________, AN EMPLOYEE OF ____________________________(INSERT NEWS ORGANIZATION), HAVE READ THE AFOREMENTIONEDMEDIA GROUND RULES AND AGREE, WITH MY SIGNATURE, TO ABIDE BY THEM.  I ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT VIOLATION OF THESE GROUND RULES IS CAUSE FOR THE IMMEDIATE REVOCATION OF MY MEDIA CREDENTIALS WITH C5F.
_________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE
DATE
_________________________________________________________________

PRINTED NAME 

_________________________________________________________________

WITNESS SIGNATURE
DATE
