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Commodore Paul Robinson, Royal Navy
Deputy Coalition Commander/
Commander United Kingdom Task Group (COMUKTG)


Commodore Paul Robinson is the United Kingdom’s Maritime Component Commander in Bahrain. He joined the Royal Navy in 1974 and, after training onboard the minesweeper HMS Hubberston and the previous HMS Ark Royal, qualified as a submariner in 1977, subsequently serving in diesel and Polaris submarines, including two years on sea-going exchange with the Canadian Forces. In 1984 he was selected for the Commanding Officer's Qualifying Course, the "Perisher", following which he enjoyed appointments as the Executive Officer of the nuclear powered hunter-killer submarine HMS Warspite and as the Commanding Officer of the Oberon class conventional submarine HMS Odin. There ensued a two-year appointment on the staff of the Flag Officer Submarines where he was responsible for submarine tactical development. He was subsequently selected as one of the Teachers on the Perisher during which appointment he was promoted to Commander.

In 1992 Commodore Robinson assumed command of the Swiftsure class hunter-killer submarine HMS Spartan where he served until joining the Maritime Warfare Centre’s teaching staff in late 1994 an appointment that required him to deploy as the submarine advisor to the afloat Battlestaff. He moved to the Ministry of Defence in April 1997 working in the Directorate of Navy Plans and Programme where, shortly after joining, he found himself at the heart of the Navy’s input to the Strategic Defence Review. 

Promoted to Captain in 1999 he joined the newly formed Joint Doctrine and Concepts Centre as the first Assistant Director (Concepts), working within the Policy Area of the Ministry of Defence. Aside from the challenges of establishing a new organisation, and being closely involved with the Force Development processes of all Services, he was also personally engaged with development of the first version of the “UK Joint Vision”, looking at how our forces would fight in 2015 and beyond. 

He returned to a Dark Blue appointment at the start of 2002 on joining the Operations Division of Commander-in-Chief Fleet’s staff, based in the Northwood HQ. There followed a dynamic twenty-one months dealing with the day to day management of ships and submarines. He was involved in a wide variety of operations world-wide, surface and sub-surface, including highly successful counter-drugs operations in the eastern Atlantic. The apogee of his time, however, came during the lead up to and progress of Operation TELIC, the UK’s military contribution to operations in Iraq, in which he was very closely involved.

Paul Robinson was promoted to Commodore in September 2003.

