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Congratulations on your orders to U.S. Naval Forces Central Command. We take great pleasure in welcoming you to Bahrain.  You will soon join a mission essential group of professionals working to maintain peace in this area of the world.    
Although Naval Support Activity Bahrain, as it is known today, has existed in its present form for slightly more than a decade, the continued United States presence in Juffair, Bahrain has evolved from the small detachments organized nearly 60 years ago into the modern infrastructure today, providing award-winning support through logistical, supply and protection as well as a world-class navy exchange facility and top-notch Morale, Welfare and Recreation programs to both United States armed forces and coalition assets.

Our normal work week is Sunday through Thursday.  We are seven hours ahead of Eastern Standard Time during daylight savings time (mid March through beginning November) and eight hours ahead of Eastern Standard Time during non-daylight savings time (beginning November through mid March).

You can find additional information about COMUSNAVCENT at:  http://www.cusnc.navy.mil/
and https://ossp.me.navy.mil/bahrain/navcent/Pages/default.aspx.

The COMUSNAVENT sponsor team is standing by to provide you a dedicated point of contact for information and/or assistance during your transition.  You may contact the sponsor team at:  Email: NAVCENT_SPONSOR@me.navy.mil 
DSN: 318-439-3979 / Commercial: 011-973-1785-3979
We ask that you contact the sponsor team as soon as possible to provide us some basic information about you, such as your address, phone number, email address, travel itinerary and family information. Keep us informed of your travel so we can be ready to pick you up at the airport. 

Upon arrival to the Kingdom of Bahrain whether via a military carrier or commercial carrier, your sponsor will be there to greet you and arrange for travel from the airport to the temporary quarters office located on NSA Bahrain. If you arrive on a commercial carrier, you will be greeted upon exiting the baggage claim area.  Your sponsor will be waiting.
Civilian attire is required when travelling into Bahrain, dress conservatively.  Civilian attire shall be neat, clean and in good taste.  Shorts, tank tops, sleeveless shirts, ripped or torn clothing, flip flops and garments which are revealing or contain obscene words are not authorized.  Additionally, men are not authorized to wear earrings at any time.

You should ensure you have sufficient cash to defray travel related expenses.  It is recommended that you have a minimum of $500.00 to cover unforeseen expenses while en route.  

Local force protection measures require you to check in through the Temporary Quarters (TQ) office, you are not authorized to make reservations on your own; all reservations will be done by your sponsor. 

Lodging (TLA): 
- E4 and below personnel will be assigned lodging in the barracks onboard NSA Bahrain. 

In the event that barracks capacity reaches 95%, E4 personnel will be assigned lodging in a hotel off base. This will be on a case by case basis depending on the current occupancy of the barracks and it must be at 95% and above at the time of arrival to NSA Bahrain.  
- E5 and above will be assigned lodging in a hotel off base.  Personnel residing off base will receive temporary lodging allowance (TLA) for the actual cost of lodging for a maximum of 45 days.  Upon reporting to TQ office, the staff will issue a certificate of non-availability (CNA) prior to checking into a hotel.  Your sponsor will provide transportation from the TQ to your hotel after check-in. 

- If transferring from another command within Bahrain.  In order to be eligible for TLA entitlements, service members must detach from current command and be out of the Bahrain AOR for more than 90 days.   

Example: 

a).  Service members detaching a command in Bahrain and going on PCS leave for 30 days and reporting to NSA Bahrain will NOT be entitled TLA.  
b.) Service members detaching Bahrain and going to a school enroute that will be more than 90 days away from the Kingdom of Bahrain will be entitled to TLA upon arrival. 

Prior to your arrival in Bahrain: You are required to complete the online ATPF Level I awareness training for overseas service members (OCONUS) (CANSF-ATFP-OCONUS-1.0) and the SERE 100.1v2 – Level A Code of Conduct Training.   These trainings can be accessed via the NKO e-learning website at https://www.nko.navy.mil. 

Official passport/visa required for travel to Bahrain.  You will be required to go through immigration at the Airport. Ensure to provide your Official Passport for visa issuing. Please ensure your security clearance is up to date before you leave your present command. 
If you do not have an official passport prior to detaching your current command, ensure to have a copy of your orders and your military ID. Per the current DOD Foreign Clearance Guide, service members permanently attached to Bahrain will be allowed to enter the Country with the items mentioned above.  We highly recommend you get your passport prior to detaching!
Uniforms:   You will be issued two complete Type III Green Uniforms, to include name tape, warfare insignia, rank device, cover, boots and belt normally within two weeks after arrival. Interim of Type III issuance, you are authorized to wear the New Working Uniform (blue digitals).  Although it is uncommon to wear dress uniforms in Bahrain, you will need them for

special events, we recommend that you bring a complete seabag.  

Cell phone:  If you have a cell phone and would like to use it in Bahrain, it must be unlocked.  Most carriers (AT&T, Sprint, T-mobile, Verizon, etc.) will unlock the phone if asked.  You can purchase a SIM card for your unlocked phone which will provide you with a local Bahrain number. 
Unlocked phones may also be purchased locally which range from $50.00 to $500.00 depending on the type of phone you would like to be using.  Phones are required while at NSA Bahrain due to the only means of communication for recall. 

Other points of contact you may find useful include:

Your new mailing address is available for your use now and can be used to start forwarding your mail.  

The Command address will be:

Rank/ Name

PSC 901 box 10000
FPO AE 09805-0101
We look forward to you joining the NAVCENT Bahrain team. We know you will find this assignment both rewarding and challenging. Once again, congratulations and welcome aboard!  

NAVCENT Bahrain Commanding Officer and Command Master Chief send their regards.
                                                                      W. J. GREEN, YNC






                   Sponsor Coordinator

